USDA Farm to School Team Monthly Report
February 2010

Site Visits:
Between December 15, 2009 and January 31, 2010, school districts had an opportunity to express
their interest in being considered for a site visit from the USDA Farm to School Team. During this
time period 290 requests were received. Due to the overwhelming response and the desire to make
each visit as efficient and cost-effective as possible, the team chose to visit nine (9) “areas” as
opposed to nine (9) individual “sites”. The idea was to find nine (9) areas where more than one
district was within a reasonable distance from each other.

The visits will be used to analyze and assess variables that support or deter farm-to-school activities,
both from the school and farmer perspectives. The information gathered during these site visits will
be used to develop and/or reissue appropriate resource materials, guidance, and technical
assistance for both schools and farmers.

A number of variables were considered during the site selection process. Those variables included:
regional representation; rural, urban, suburban and tribal schools; large and small school districts;
self-operating, vended meals and food service management companies; various distribution models;
different stages of F2S implementation; and schools practicing new or novel ideas for incorporating
farm to school activities. The team chose 15 school districts in nine (9) different areas. These 15
districts offered a wide-variety of opportunities to analyze and assess which variables support or
deter farm to school activities and the most diverse opportunities in identifying trends, best
practices, and obstacles faced by schools and farmers in implementing and/or sustaining their farm
to school efforts.

Policy Development/Technical Assistance:
e The proposed rule on geographic preference is currently in Departmental clearance.
e Numerous additions have been made to the F2S Website. Those additions include:
0 Legislative history related to Farm to School
(http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/Default.htm);
0 Farm to School Team monthly reports
(http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/f2stacticalteam.htm);
O More prominent link to Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food and AMS websites
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/Default.htm;
0 Farm to School Webinar promotion
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/sightssoundsstories.htm
O Summary of the Farm to School Team’s visit to Woodbridge School District last
December http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/sightssoundsstories.htm; and
0 Resource information related to farm to school
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/f2sresources.htm
e The Farm to School Team will be hosting its first webinar on March 10, 2010. The webinar will
introduce the Farm to School Team, the Team’s mission and goals for 2010, available resources,
grant opportunities, and answer questions participants may have regarding Farm to School.
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Meetings/Conferences/Presentations:
e On February 8, 2010, a member of the Farm to School Team attended a Farm to School

Roundtable, led by Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan, at Hawthorne Elementary School in
Bozeman, MT.

e On February 10, 2010, a member of the Farm to School Team participated in Secretary Vilsack’s
Child Nutrition Reauthorization public invitation conference call.

e On February 18-19, 2010, members of the Farm to School Team attended the 2010 Agricultural
Outlook Forum.

e On February 28, 2010, representatives of the Farm to School Team attended a Farm to School
Roundtable hosted by One Tray in Washington, D.C. The members of the Farm to School Team
met with approximately 14 School Food Authorities, 1 State Agency Director, and 4 National
Farm to School Network representatives to discuss the challenges and successes of farm to
school, as well as what types of resources or information would be most helpful to schools.

e Members of the Farm to School Team continue to meet regularly with the National Farm to
School Network and School Food FOCUS, Farm to School stakeholders, to discuss future
collaborations on Farm to School activities.

e Regular meetings/conference calls are scheduled with core and resource team members.

Upcoming Events (Second Quarter FY2010):

1. Farm to School Webinar (March 10, 2010)

2. Continue clearance of “not significant” Proposed Rule on geographic preference (Expected
Departmental clearance in March 2010)

3. Finalize selection of nine school site visits (mid-March 2010)

4. Participate in the School Nutrition Association’s Legislative Action Conference (February 28 —
March 3, 2010)

5. Participation in School Food FOCUS annual conference in Chicago (March 25-27, 2010)

6. Participate in Fruit & Vegetable Industry Advisory Committee (March 30-31, 2010)
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