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This memorandum transmits the 2019 Income Guidelines (IGs) for State agencies and 

ITOs in determining the eligibility of individuals applying to participate in CSFP.  

These guidelines should be used in conjunction with CSFP regulations, at 7 CFR Part 

247.  The Agricultural Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-79, the Farm Bill) amended CSFP’s 

eligibility requirements to phase out the participation of women, infants, and children 

(w-i-c) in the program.  Accordingly, the 2019 IGs are only applicable to elderly 

individuals 60 years of age and older and any remaining children who were certified 

and enrolled in CSFP as of February 6, 2014. 

 

Program regulations establish separate household income limits for elderly persons and 

children.  To be eligible for the program, elderly persons must have household income 

at or below 130 percent of the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines (Poverty 

Guidelines) published annually by the Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS), in accordance with 7 CFR Part 247.9(c).  Program regulations at 7 CFR Part 

247.9(b)(1) establish that household income limits for children must be at or below 185 

percent of the Poverty Guidelines, but not below 100 percent of these guidelines.  Part 

247.9(b)(1) further requires State agencies and ITOs to consider certain children as 

income-eligible regardless of actual income, including those individuals who receive 

benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Temporary Assistance 

for Needy Families, or Medicaid. 

 

The 2019 IGs in the attached tables contain the maximum income limits by household 

size to be used for eligibility determinations in CSFP.  To establish annual income 

limits of 130 and 185 percent, the Poverty Guidelines are multiplied by 1.30 and 1.85, 

respectively, and the results are rounded up to the next whole dollar.  From these 

results, weekly and monthly income limits are calculated.  The first table contains the 

income limits for households residing in the 48 contiguous States, the District of 

Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  Separate income limits for Alaska and Hawaii are 

established and published annually by HHS, which are reflected in the second and third 

tables.  
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Pursuant to program regulations, CSFP State agencies and ITOs must implement the 

2019 IGs immediately upon receipt of this memorandum for elderly participants, and 

where applicable, implement the IGs for children at the same time the State agency 

administering the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 

Children (WIC) implements the adjusted guidelines in WIC.  The guidelines for both 

elderly persons and children remain in effect until notification of the CSFP IGs for 2020.   

 

CSFP regulations at 7 CFR Part 247.9(e)(1) define “income” as gross income before 

deductions for such items as income taxes, employees’ social security taxes, insurance 

premiums, and bonds.  Income exclusions are listed in Parts 247.9(e)(2) and (e)(3) and 

via policy memoranda available online at the Food and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) website 

at http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd.  States and ITOs may also authorize local agencies to 

consider the household’s average income during the previous 12 months and current 

household income to determine which more accurately reflects the household’s status, in 

accordance with 7 CFR Part 247.9(e)(4). 

   

State agencies should direct any questions they may have regarding the 2019 IGs to their 

respective FNS Regional Offices. 
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ATTACHMENT

CSFP INCOME GUIDELINES--2019

Federal Poverty 

Guidelines - 100%

Household Size Annual Annual Monthly Weekly Annual Monthly Weekly

1………. $12,490 $23,107 $1,926 $445 $16,237 $1,354 $313

2………. 16,910 31,284 2,607 602 21,983 1,832 423

3………. 21,330 39,461 3,289 759 27,729 2,311 534

4………. 25,750 47,638 3,970 917 33,475 2,790 644

5………. 30,170 55,815 4,652 1,074 39,221 3,269 755

6………. 34,590 63,992 5,333 1,231 44,967 3,748 865

7………. 39,010 72,169 6,015 1,388 50,713 4,227 976

8………. 43,430 80,346 6,696 1,546 56,459 4,705 1,086

For each add'l

household member, add… 4,420 8,177 682 158 5,746 479 111

Federal Poverty 

Guidelines - 100%

Household Size Annual Annual Monthly Weekly

1………. $15,600 $20,280 $1,690 $390

2………. 21,130 27,469 2,290 529

3………. 26,660 34,658 2,889 667

4………. 32,190 41,847 3,488 805

5………. 37,720 49,036 4,087 943

6………. 43,250 56,225 4,686 1,082

7………. 48,780 63,414 5,285 1,220

8………. 54,310 70,603 5,884 1,358

For each add'l

household member, add… 5,530 7,189 600 139

Federal Poverty 

Guidelines - 100%

Household Size Annual Annual Monthly Weekly

1………. $14,380 $18,694 $1,558 $360

2………. 19,460 25,298 2,109 487

3………. 24,540 31,902 2,659 614

4………. 29,620 38,506 3,209 741

5………. 34,700 45,110 3,760 868

6………. 39,780 51,714 4,310 995

7………. 44,860 58,318 4,860 1,122

8………. 49,940 64,922 5,411 1,249

For each add'l

household member, add… 5,080 6,604 551 127

*CSFP State agencies must implement the adjusted income guidelines for elderly applicants immediately upon receipt.  For children who were certified 

and enrolled as of Febuary 6, 2014, each CSFP State agency must implement the adjusted guidelines at the same time that the WIC State agency 

implements the adjusted guidelines in WIC.

Elderly - 130%

HAWAII*

48 CONTIGUOUS STATES, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND PUERTO RICO*

Elderly - 130%

Elderly - 130%Children - 185%

ALASKA*
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