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Welcome! 



Today’s Speakers 

 
 

Deborah Kane 
USDA, Office of Community Food Systems 

Stephanie Heim 
University of Minnesota Extension 

Shaina Knight 
Colorado Department of Agriculture 

Laura Tanase  
Georgia Department of Education 

Sarah Smith 
Center for Rural Affairs (NE) 



Housekeeping 
• To make a comment or ask a question use the chat function. 

 

• This webinar will be recorded. Both a PDF of the slides and a 
link to the recording will be available on the Office of 
Community Food System’s website: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/webinars  
 

• A copy of today’s presentation and can be found in the 
reminder email that was sent to you just before the start of 
the webinar.  
 

• Please complete the evaluation after the webinar.   
 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/webinars


SNA Continuing Education Units & 
Professional Standards   

Professional Standards Code: Farm to School, Local Foods - 1130 



Sarah Smith 
sarahs@cfra.org  (402) 783-1183 

Community Organizer |Center for Rural Affairs 
Neb.Farm to School Lead |National Farm to School Network 

www.cfra.org/f2s 
 

 

mailto:sarahs@cfra.org
http://www.cfra.org/f2s


PARTNER 



FACILITATE 

E. Butler Public School: Greenhouse to cafeteria project 

Midwest Farm to School 
Conference: Connecting Farms, 
Schools and States 



CONNECT 

Farmer panel for school food service staff training Networking during conferences 
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Farm to School in 
Minnesota 

    

Stephanie Heim 
University of Minnesota Extension 

Email: farmtoschool@umn.edu 
Website: z.umn.edu/farmtoschool 
Minnesota State Lead | National Farm to School 
Network 

mailto:farmtoschool@umn.edu
http://z.umn.edu/farmtoschool
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Minnesota’s  
Farm to School 

Leadership Team 
 

  (est. April 2011)   



© 2016 Regents of the University of Minnesota.  All rights reserved. 

MINNESOTA FARM TO SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM  

 
 
Purpose: Fostering a spirit of collaboration to support Farm 
to School efforts in Minnesota 
 
 
 



© 2016 Regents of the University of Minnesota.  All rights reserved. 

TWO EXAMPLES OF SUCCESS 

Credit: Julie Siple, Minnesota Public Radio,10/24/13 

 
 



Shaina Knight 
Colorado Department of Agriculture 

http://www.colorado.gov/ag


 
 
 

• Cattle industry represents the largest segment of agriculture in 
Colorado. 

• Followed by dairy products, corn, grain  
• Colorado Department of Agriculture is primarily regulatory  

• Raw goods and ag inputs ( grading produce, Organic 
Certification, feed and fertilizer).  

• Other Agencies in State work with nutrition, manufacturing and 
processing of the raw goods. 

• Within the Department resides the Markets Division 
• Mission: Increase marketing and processing opportunities for 

Colorado Agriculture.  
• Business Development Specialist 

• *Only position within our State Agencies that has Farm 
to School noted in job description.  

• Colorado Farm to School Task Force  
• Colorado Proud School Meal Day  

 
 

 
 

 

Context 

http://www.colorado.gov/ag


Colorado Farm to School Task Force  
www.Coloradofarmtoschool.org  

 In 2010 legislatively mandated to increase the use of local farm and ranch 
products in school food service programs, to improve child nutrition and 
strengthen local and regional agricultural economies.  
 Unique: Seats that are mandated include representatives from the 

Colorado Department of Agriculture, Colorado Department of Education 
and Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. 

 Provide: Evaluation Tool Kit, Workshops to facilitate farm to school activities 
in communities upon request, grants to local farmers for on farm food safety 
to name a few.  

 Grant funded and work with a local policy group to manage the work of the 
Task Force.  

 

http://www.colorado.gov/ag
http://www.coloradofarmtoschool.org/


Colorado Proud School Meal Day 
www.coloradoproud.org 

   
 

• One day and Governor proclaimed, statewide, event (school in session and 
ample local food available).  

• Purpose: Educate school children about healthy  eating and Colorado 
agriculture. 

• Partnership with the Colorado Department of Education  
• Provide schools with free materials from local organizations 

• Bookmarks, posters, STEM school garden material and nutrition material 
and sourcing local decals as examples. 

• Encourage a school wide celebration 
• Guest speakers and product demonstrations with chefs and farmers 

• Started in 2005 
• 2013 over 7,000 students participated 
• 2015 over 100,000 students participated  

 

http://www.colorado.gov/ag
http://www.coloradoproud.org/


17 GA SCHOOL 
NUTRITION 

 

Tying it All Together 
 

Laura Tanase 
Nutrition & Wellness Specialist / Farm to School Lead 

Georgia Department of Education 
ltanase@doe.k12.ga.us 

 

mailto:ltanase@doe.k12.ga.us


18 GA SCHOOL 
NUTRITION 

 

Farm to school 
Alliance 



19 GA SCHOOL 
NUTRITION 

 

http://www.gafarmtoschool.org  



20 GA SCHOOL 
NUTRITION 

 

Golden radish award 

http://georgiaorganics.org/for-schools/goldenradish 

Criteria 
Locally grown food on school menu 
Taste tests 
Farm field trips & Farmer visits 
Farm to School Promotion 
Cooking and food activities 
Farm to School in curriculum 
School gardens 
Community involvement 
Professional development 
Farm to school language in district policy 



Farm to 
School at 
USDA 









Thank You!  Questions?  
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