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Food Safety in the National School Lunch Program 
SY 2014-2015


Inspection Requirement – Background

As required by section 9(h) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act and program regulations in 7 CFR 210.13 and 7 CFR 220.7, schools that serve meals under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program are required to maintain proper sanitation and health standards, obtain two school food safety inspections per school year, post the latest inspection report in a visible location, and to make it available to the public upon request. The State agencies that administer the school meal programs must report to the USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) the number of inspections obtained by their schools through fiscal year 2015.  State Agency reports are due to FNS by November 15 following each school year.

Inspection Compliance

The reports for School Year (SY) 2013-2014 indicated that 83 percent of schools met or exceeded  the two health inspections requirement.  In SY 2014-2015, approximately 82 percent of schools met or exceeded the two inspections requirement, resulting in a 1 percentage point decrease between the two school years.

In SY 2013-2014, approximately 94 percent of all NSLP schools received at least one health inspection during the school year.  The percent of all NSLP schools that received at least one health inspection during the school year remained the same in SY 2014-2015.  Finally, in SY 2013-2014, approximately 0.5 percent of schools participating in the NSLP failed to report any inspection data to their respective State agency.  The percent of schools participating in the NSLP that failed to report any inspection data to their respective State agency remained the same in SY 2014-2015.

Summary of data results:

	 81,163 (82%) schools reported two or more inspections
	12,140 (12%) reported one inspection
	5,079 (5%) reported zero inspections
	454 (0.5%) did not report any inspection data to their State Agency

A number of schools continue to experience difficulty obtaining two inspections. Some of the reasons cited by State agencies for schools not meeting the requirement are the following:

	Insufficient funds/staff at State and local public health agencies to handle increased inspection load,
	The public health agencies prioritize inspections according to risk; schools are a low priority.

FNS will continue to work with State agencies, inspectors, and other stakeholders to ensure that schools make progress in meeting the inspection requirement.  At the same time, State agencies will continue to assist their school food authorities through technical assistance, administrative reviews, and other means.
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