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Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 Food Package Review Work Group  

Meeting Dates:  July 9, 2019 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Attendance 

 

Voting Members 

Benita Lewis (WR VP)  Joe Van Alstine (MWR VP) x 

Charles "Red" Gates (MPR VP) x Julie Skolmowski (HQ FNS Nutritionist) x 

Connie Black (SWR Nutritionist)  Lorraine Davis (WR) x 

Connie Martinez (SWR) x Mara Yborra (MPR Nutritionist)  

Gloria Goodwin (MWR)  Marisa Fuller (NAFDPIR Secretary) x 

Graydon Yatabe (CDC Nutritionist)  Mary Greene-Trottier (NAFDPIR President) x 

Jaime Prouty (NAFDPIR Treasurer)  Rex Hailey (NAFDPIR Parliamentarian)  

Jerry Tonubbee (SW VP)  Scott Kruger (MWR Nutritionist) x 

TBD (WR Nutritionist)  TBD (MPR)  
 

Non-Voting Members  Support Staff  

Barbara Lopez (HQ FNS) x Blair Tucker-Gruchala x 

Katie Clifford (WR FNS)  Christina Riley x 

Katrina Westphal (MPR FNS) x Janell Walker x 

Richard Burley (SWR FNS)  Janice Fitzgerald x 

Samia Hamdan (MWR FNS)  Kathy Staley x 

  Laura Castro x 

 

Discussion Items 

  

I. Introductions & Welcome 

a. Work Group welcomed a new member to the team as well as briefly discussed open 

member positions which include a nutritionist for Western Region and a program 

representative for Mountain Plains. 

b. Work Group members also discussed the schedule for the next food package meetings.   

 Feedback is requested on hosting the November face-to-face meeting the week of 

November 18, 2019 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

 

II. USDA DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Catalog 

a. Work Group members convened this special food package meeting to discuss the 

USDA DoD Fresh Program Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Order and Receipt System 

(FFAVORS) catalogs.   
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b. Currently, there are 25 different catalogs used nationwide to support fresh produce 

ordering in FDPIR.  The number of catalogs is due to regional-based vendor contracts 

that support the USDA DoD Fresh Program nationwide.   

c. Among the 25 catalogs, there are differences in products, pack sizes, and naming 

convention of produce items.  All 25 catalogs were reviewed by FNS in an effort to 

make them more consistent with each other; ensuring only approved products are made 

available to all programs and consequently participants needs are being met; and to 

ensure that seasonal items are added to catalogs when they become domestically 

available and meet fair and reasonable pricing requirements. 

d. This process of reviewing the catalogs and making one USDA DoD Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetable list for vendors to utilize in creating each FFAVORS catalog will streamline 

the ordering process for ITOs and provide uniformity among the fresh produce offered, 

similar to how USDA Foods are offered through the national warehouses. 

e. Work Group members shared concerns with the process involved in determing one list , 

and furthermore, shared additional concerns with the quality and availability of fresh 

produce.  

f. Work Group members agreed to review the list of pack sizes available in a draft list of 

produce – see Attachment I.  FDPIR Fresh Fruit and Vegetable List_DRAFT-July 2019 

– and offer feedback by September 3, 2019. 

g. Feedback will be submitted to USDADoDFresh@usda.gov.  

 

III. Meeting Adjourned 

 

IV. Next Steps 

a. Work Group members will review the list and provide feedback by Tuesday, September 

3, 2019. 

 

mailto:USDADoDFresh@usda.gov

