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Child and Adult Care Food Program

What Is the Child and Adult Care Food Program?   
The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) helps child 
and adult care institutions and family or group day care homes 
provide nutritious foods to young children, at-risk youth, and 
adults who are chronically impaired.

Who Administers CACFP?
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food and 
Nutrition Service (FNS) administers CACFP through grants to 
States. State agencies administer CACFP through agreements 
with child and adult care institutions.

How Does CACFP Work? 
Child care centers, adult day care centers, family day care 
homes, afterschool care centers, and emergency shelters 
receive cash reimbursement for serving meals and snacks 
that meet Federal nutritional guidelines to eligible children 
and adult participants. In general, centers and day care homes 
may be approved to claim reimbursement for serving up to 
two meals and one snack, or two snacks and one meal,  per 
day to each eligible child or adult participant. 

Meals served to children in centers are reimbursed at rates 
based upon a child’s eligibility for free, reduced-price, or paid 
meals.

In day care homes, all meals are served free. Day care home 
providers who serve children in low-income areas or meet 
low-income eligibility requirements themselves receive higher 
levels of reimbursement.

How Can Children and Adults Participate 
in CACFP? 
Infants and children through age 12 in child care centers and 
day care homes are eligible to participate in CACFP. Adults 
who are 60 years or older, or are physically or mentally 
impaired, and enrolled in adult day care are also eligible 
for CACFP.

In afterschool care centers and emergency shelters, children 
through age 18 are eligible for free meals and snacks.

Where Can I Go To Learn More About CACFP? 
To learn more, please visit CACFP website: https://www. 
fns.usda.gov/cacfp/child-and-adult-care-food-program. For 
reimbursement rates, visit: https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/
reimbursement-rates.

For more information about participating in CACFP, please 
contact your State agency: https://www.fns.usda.gov/
contacts. 

Whom at FNS Can I Contact To Discuss CACFP? 
Please contact the FNS Division of External and 
Governmental Affairs at fnsgovaffairs@usda.gov.

Key Child and Adult Care 
Food Program Data

4,181

2,019

FY 2015

4,407

2,082

FY 2016

4,530

2,049

FY 2017

4,629

2,041

FY 2018 FY 2019 
(estimate)

4,439

2,050

Average participation (in thousands)

Meals served (in millions)

FY = Fiscal Year January 2021, FNS-803
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/child-and-adult-care-food-program
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/reimbursement-rates



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		6 2021 04 CACFP for 508.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Brian Myers

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
