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To: Regional Directors
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
All Regions

Section 6(0) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (the Act) limits the amount of time an
able-bodied adult without dependents (ABAWD) can receive Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits to 3 months in any 36-month period, unless the
individual meets the ABAWD work requirement or is otherwise exempt.

The Act also provides each State agency with an annual allocation of exemptions from the
time limit for ABAWDs, calculated based on a percentage of the ABAWDs subject to the
time limit in the State. Each fiscal year (FY), the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)
estimates the number of exemptions that each State must be allotted and adjusts the total
number of exemptions available to each State. For FY 2019, States have been allotted an
amount based on 15 percent of the ABAWD population. The Agriculture Improvement Act
of 2018 changed this amount to 12 percent for FY 2020 and each subsequent fiscal year.

This memorandum adjusts the total number of exemptions available to each State for
FY 2019, as shown in the table on the next page. Please note that the totals do not account
for any exemption usage in FY 2019 (those figures must be reported in final by States on the

Form FNS-583, due 45-days after the end of the FY.)

FNS reminds States that for Quality Control purposes exemptions must be documented in the
case file prior to monthly sample selection. :

FNS has proposed regulations that would end the unlimited carryover and accumulation of
unused exemptions by changing the adjustment calculation at 7 CFR 273.24(h). FNS will
provide guidance on the specific impacts of this change after the rule is finalized.

Please distribute this memorandum to your States as soon as possible. If you have any
questions, please contact Casey McConnell at Casey.McConnell@fns.usda.gov.

Sasha Gersten-Paal

Chief

Certification Policy Branch
Program Development Division

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender




Table 1: ABAWD Percentage Exemption Totals for FY 2019

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine

Maryland

Total
Available for

FY 2019
205,593
9,466
119,195
110,139
866,894
41,870
39,119
69,578
0
497,166
112,059
3,472
68,243
45,320
58,368
195,873
116,131
58,990
83,468
12,820
52,704

39,382

New
Earned for

FY 2019
46,788

0

22,776

19,824

11,208
11,508
5,172
0
168,816
38,184
0
11,796
6,672
8,964
29,436
13,044
7,608

40,512

11,964

14,244

Used in
FY 2018

0
0
234

1,875

12,428

2,344

4,477

2,580

1,937

Total
Available in

FY 2018
158,805
9,466
96,653
92,190
866,894
43,090
27,617
64,406
0
330,694
78,352
3,472
59,027
38,648
51,341
166,440
103,095
51,530
42,961
12,820
40,740

25,138



Total New Total

Available for  Earned for Used in  Available in
State FY 2019 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2018
Massachusetts 82,253 26,352 4,535 60,436
Michigan 501,381 30,036 5,612 476,957
Minnesota 150,209 16,152 15,776 149,833
Mississippi 149,236 30,432 1,563 120,367
Missouri 158,700 50,628 0 108,072
Montana 42,119 4,992 362 37,489
Nebraska 65,314 7,164 6,580 64,730
Nevada 59,366 0 0 59,366
New Hampshire 7,813 1,620 407 6,600
New Jersey 110,522 10,596 797 100,723
New Mexico! -1,868 0 0 -1,868
New York 185,134 73,152 61,997 173,979
North Carolina 190,359 57,144 0 133,215
North Dakota 17,848 2,340 884 16,392
Ohio 328,706 60,360 0 268,346
Oklahoma 338,934 32,844 2,631 308,721
Oregon 140,695 32,796 22 107,921
Pennsylvania 160,276 27,420 18,759 151,615
Rhode Island 8,158 36 252 8,374
South Carolina 82,413 25,452 0 56,961
South Dakota 10,603 2,016 1,343 9,930

! New Mexico overused 15 percent exemptions in the first and second quarters of FY 2009. The State has had
waivers since that time and therefore has not earned any exemptions since that time. The State cannot use 15
percent exemptions until its negative balance is eliminated.



State
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virgin Islands
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Wyoming

Total
Available for

FY 2019
139,266
2,026,175
35,819
19,086
3,948
378,926
34,114
136,039
128,252

34,014

New
Earned for

FY 2019
68,484
180,864
5,676
5,136

0

35,112
13,872
12,036
26,184

2,052

Used in
FY 2018

2,471
45,577
609
694

0

382
924
286

60

Total
Available in

FY 2018
73,253
1,890,888
30,752
14,644
3,948
344,196
21,166
124,289
102,128

31,962
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