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Extend Certification Periods of Existing SNAP households by 30 days, Hold State Harmless 
for Quality Control Errors During 30-day Extension Period 

Type of Request: Initial 

State: MA 

Statutory Citations 

Date of Request March 13, 2020 

Region: NERO 

Section 3(f) States that the certification period shall not exceed 12 months, except that the 

certification period may be up to 24 months if all adult household members are elderly or 

disabled* 

Regulatory Citations 

7 CFR 273 .1 O(f) states that the State agency must ce1iify each eligible household for a definite 

period of time. State agencies must assign the longest ce1iification period possible based on the 
predictability of the household's circumstances. 

7 CFR 273.10 (f) (1)* regarding household in which all adult members are elderly or disabled 

states that the State agency may ce1iify for up to 24 months households in which all adult 
members are elderly or disabled. 

7 CFR 273.14(a) forbids household from participating beyond the expiration of the ce1iification 

period assigned. 

7 CFR 273 .10 hold State agencies responsible for conducting quality control reviews on active 
cases to determine if households are eligible and receiving the co1Tect allotment of SNAP 

benefits. The dete1mination of whether the household received the correct allotment is made by 
comparing eligibility data gathered during the review against the amount authorized by the State 

agency. Reviews of negative cases are conducted to determine whether the State agency's 
decision to deny, suspend or terminate the is c01Tect. 
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