STATE FLEXIBILITY REQUEST
Recertification using Periodic Reporting procedures

Waiver Serial Number

Type of request: Initial

Statutory citation:

Regulatory citation: §7CFR 273.14 (b)(2) through (4)
State: Minnesota

Region: MWRO

Regulatory requirements: Regulations at 7 CFR 273.14(b)(2) require that State
agencies develop an application to be used by households when applying for
recertification. Regulations at 7 CFR 273.14 (b)(3) require that State agencies
interview households as part of the recertification process. Regulations at 7 CFR
273.14 (b)(4) require State agencies to verify household circumstances as part of the
recertification process.

Description of alternative procedures: Minnesota will apply periodic reporting
procedures as relates to interviews for those households that were already scheduled
for re-certifications for October through December, 2020, prior to application of
COVID waivers. Eligibility staff will be instructed to only call for an interview if the
information provided on the recertification form is inconsistent with the case file, or
if a change has occurred. If the household reports no changes, the recert will be
cleared without an interview. There are no changes to verification policies for SNAP.

9. Justification for request:

Access continues to be a challenge for people. Counties and tribes in MN are in
varying states of accessibility to the public — from closures to limited services with
personal protective equipment requirements, to phased approaches. Our largest
counties continue to serve participants from home which may make the back and
forth with paper less efficient. For those cases without changes to report, this
flexibility will help with the large number of re-certs due October through December,
2020.

For October 2020, the original number of SNAP re-certifications due was 10,660
prior to extending April 2020 re-certifications; it is now 16,735 re-certifications. This
is a 57% increase in re-certs due for October 2020.



For November 2020, the original number of SNAP re-certifications due was 9,617
prior to extending May 2020 re-certifications; it is now 22,305 re-certifications. This

is a 132% increase in re-certs due for November, 2020.

For December 2020, the original number of SNAP re-certifications due was 9,038
prior to extending June 2020 re-certifications; it is now 24,219 re-certifications.

That’s a 168% increase in re-certifications.

October | November | December | January
Health care 2019 37,748 50,370 55,546 34,260
Cash 2019 6,910 6,030 6,031 6,575
SNAP 2019 10,660 9,617 9,038 9,967
Total Original 55,318 66,017 70,615 50,802
cases due for
renewal
2019/2020
Health care under | 50,511 68,355 77,991 81,718
recertification
waivers
Cash under 10,880 14,526 15,817 17,488
recertification
waivers
SNAP under 16,735 22,305 24,219 26,922
recertification
waivers
Total cases dues 77,766 105,186 118,027 126,128
for renewal
under waivers

October | November | December | January

Total Original 55,318 66,017 70,615 50,802
cases due for
renewal 2019/2020
Total cases dues for | 77,766 105,186 118,027 126,128
renewal under
waivers

Link to Extension of MN’s peacetime emergency order, extended to September 11,

2020.

https://mn.gov/governor/assets/E0%2020-83%20Final tcm1055-443546.pdf

Link to Stay Safe Order FAQ’s:
https://mn.gov/covid19/for-minnesotans/stay-safe-mn/faqg.jsp
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Anticipated impact on households and State agency operations:
We expect this will be a relief for both agency staff and households, and expedite
recertification approvals for households without changes.

Caseload information:
Minnesota provided benefits to 416,109 people in 210,742 SNAP households as of
July 1, 2020.

Anticipated implementation date and time period for which waiver is needed:
October 1 — December 31, 2020.

Proposed quality control review procedures:
Cases will be reviewed according to approved flexibility and waiver provisions.

Signature and title of requesting official:

Tikki Brown

e-signed:

Title: Director, Economic Opportunity & Nutrition Assistance

Email for tansmission of responsc:

Date of request:
8/27/2020

State agency staff contact (name/email/telephone):
SNAP Program Manager: Kathy Bruen

Regional office contact person (to0 be completed by FNS regional office):





