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Dear Mr. Stephen Carey:

This letter is in response to the Rhode Island Department of Education’s, (RIDE) revised
waiver request, received July 8, 2020. RIDE requests to waive the requirement to conduct
a review of every new sponsor at least once during the first year of operation, and the
requirement to review each sponsor at least once every three years, for those sponsors
who operated meal service through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) only
during the unanticipated school closure. Specifically, RIDE requested to waive the
regulatory requirement found at 7 CFR 225.7(d)(2)(i1)(A) and (D). In order to maintain
program integrity, RIDE plans to continue to review all new non-SFA sponsors, all new
SFA sponsors that operated under unanticipated school closure that plan to continue
serving SFSP throughout the summer months, and all new sponsors that anticipate
continued participation in SFSP in future years. Pursuant to section 12(1)(2)(A)(iii) and
12(1)(2)(A)(iv) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (NSLA) (42 USC
1760(1)), FNS approves RIDE’s waiver request.

In its request, RIDE indicated that prior to the COVID-19 pandemic they anticipated
SFSP participation of 25 sponsors, 10 of whom would require program reviews this year.
As aresult of the COVID-19 pandemic, RIDE states they have had an influx of schools
and community sponsors who have provided meals under the SFSP during unanticipated
school closures, resulting in an estimated 46 sponsors, 21 of whom are new to the SFSP.
Without the approval of this waiver, RIDE states, they would be required to conduct a
total of 26 SFSP reviews this year in order to meet all SFSP monitoring requirements.
According to RIDE, if granted, this waiver would reduce burden on an already
overburdened, State agency staff. RIDE is committed to maintaining program integrity by
meeting the requirement to review a number of sponsors whose anticipated
reimbursements equal 50% of total reimbursement disbursed in the prior year, and
reviewing any sponsors who continue to provide meals under the SFSP throughout the
summer. RIDE does not anticipate that the establishment of this statewide waiver will
pose any challenges at the State level.

FNS understands during the COVID-19 outbreak, State agencies face higher
administrative burden and safety concerns while handling a dramatic increase in sponsors
operating SFSP. Based on the exceptional circumstances relating to the declaration of a
public health emergency due to COVID-19 by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
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Services, effective January 27, 2020, FNS approves RIDE’s waiver request, effective
through September 30, 2020. While FNS is waiving 7 CFR 225.7(d)(2)(ii)(A) and (D),
RIDE must still comply with 7 CFR 225.7(d)(2)(i1)(B),(C), and (E).

The waiver authority at section 12(1) of the NSLA requires FNS to review the
performance of any State or eligible service provider that was granted a waiver.
Therefore, by December 31, 2020, RIDE must provide to the FNS North East Regional
Office a written report quantifying the impact of the waiver, as described below. The
report must include the following:

e A description of how the waiver impacted meal service operations, children’s
access to nutritious meals, and participation in the SFSP;

e A description of how the waiver impacted the quantity of paperwork necessary to
administer the program;

e The total number of sponsors operating SFSP affected by this waiver;

e A description of whether and how this waiver resulted in improved services to
Program participants.

FNS appreciates RIDE’s commitment to work with sponsors to maintain program
integrity during a challenging time. If you have questions, please contact the FNS North
East Regional Office.

Sincerely,

g,‘fg;ﬂw

Sarah Smith-Holmes
Director
Program Monitoring and Operational Support Division
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