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Data and Methods

Background

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food
and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) Food Distribution
Programs provide food and nutrition assistance to
schoolchildren and families and support American
agriculture by distributing high-quality, 100-percent
American-grown USDA Foods.

This report analyzes State-of-origin data for fiscal
year (FY) 2015," which capture the States where
USDA purchased foods during FY 2015.

In FY 2015, FNS worked with USDA’s Agricultural
Marketing Service and the Farm Service Agency to
procure foods, including meat, poultry, fish, fruits,
vegetables, grains, and dairy products through a
competitive procurement process. Following
procurement, organizations such as food banks,
emergency feeding organizations, Indian Tribal
Organizations, schools, and other feeding groups
receive these USDA Foods for use in meal service or
distribution to households, increasing access to
healthy foods.

USDA offers a variety of foods options to these
organizations. The organizations choose what to
order based on several factors, including recipients’
preferences, storage and distribution capacity, and
program requirements. Orders are filled through a
competitive procurement process.

In FY 2015, USDA purchased over 2 billion
pounds of food, at a cost of over $2 billion. This
included raw food products such as meats,
vegetables, and fruits; products used in further
processed foods; as well as finished food products
like cereal, crackers, and pasta.’

! Available online at
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/foods/food_purchases.htm

2 Note that these data do not include Department of Defense Fresh
purchases.
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This analysis uses purchase data from the USDA
Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM)
System® to calculate the USDA Foods total dollar
value and total weight by State of origin. It also
summarizes the data to determine the distribution by
product category type, such as meats, fruits, and
vegetables. Additional information about each food
includes the product name, type, weight in pounds,
and the cost in dollars. The State of origin indicates
where the product was packed, but may not identify
where the product was grown or raised.

Results

Figure 1. Percentage of USDA Foods Purchased by
Food Category (Pounds Purchased) in FY 2015
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Fruit products such as fresh, frozen, canned or
dried fruit and juice accounted for the largest
proportion (32 percent) of USDA Foods by
weight purchased in FY 2015. Vegetables and
meats represented the second and third largest
weight share of USDA Foods purchased (over 20
percent each).

% Available online at http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/WBSCM/default.ntm
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Figure 2. Map of the Dollar Value of USDA Foods Purchased in FY 2015
Icons represent the States that are the largest sources of a particular type of USDA Foods
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Figure 2 provides FY 2015 dollar value information,
by food category and State of origin, for USDA
Foods. Darker green colors indicate higher total
dollar values of USDA Foods purchased from
specific States, while lighter colors represent States
with lower total dollar levels. USDA Foods were
not purchased in 10 States, as represented by the
hash lines on the map in Figure 2.

The five States with the highest dollar values for
foods originating from a State were California,
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Michigan
(Table 1). On a per-capita basis,* the three States

42015 Census Population Estimates by State, U.S. Census Bureau,
available online at
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2015/demo/popest/state-total.html
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with the highest dollar value of USDA Foods
originating from a State were Alaska, Minnesota,
and New Mexico (Table 1).

The map in Figure 2 also depicts the States that
supply the largest quantities of each USDA Foods
product category. There are two food category icons
on the map for each USDA Foods category,
indicating the two States of origin with the greatest
dollar value of USDA purchases for that food
category. For example, the beef cattle icons in
Illinois and California indicate more USDA Foods
beef was purchased in those two States than in any
other State.


https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2015/demo/popest/state-total.html

Table 1. Quantity, Dollar Value, and Dollar Value Per Capita of USDA Foods Purchased

USDA Foods Purchased

USDA Foods Purchased

By State in FY 2015

2015 State Population

USDA Foods Purchased

State® Quantity in Pounds inDollars  Estimates (Thousands)™* Per Capita
Alaska 13,035,000 $29,875,249 738 $40.46
Alabama 29,579,760 511,659,713 4,859 52.40
Arkansas 87,697,493 437,860,323 2,978 81271
Arizona 9,255,020 4,289,262 6,828 $0.63
California 385,622,235 $487,067,491 39,145 51244
Colorado 2,085,760 49,291,046 5,457 £1.70
Florida 29,389,390 $47,714,632 20,271 $2.35
Georgia 87,777,352 $89,929,575 10,215 $8.80
lowa 36,258,402 $43,813,431 3,124 $14.03
Idaho 40,412,278 424,868,093 1,655 415.03
Iinois 79,921,748 $145,579,725 12,360 $11.32
Indiana 42,537,908 527,835,632 6,620 $4.20
Kansas 38,313,240 £22,073,895 2,912 47.58
Kentucky 30,078,160 $24,903,417 4,425 $5.63
Massachusetts 9,350,894 58,607,474 6,794 51.27
Maryland 2,127,654 $949,095 6,006 50.16
Maine 37,291,200 47,478,975 1,329 45.63
Michigan 230,346,700 $139,711,850 9,923 $14.08
Minnesota 167,298,219 $222,021,231 5,430 $10.44
Missouri 19,020,040 £11,249,250 6,084 £1.85
Mississippi 3,836,000 $4,495,738 2,992 $1.50
Morth Carolina 52,329,368 $43,647,395 10,043 $4.35
Morth Dakota 15,346,922 56,731,651 737 58.89
MNebraska 12,165,540 £14,270,287 1,896 £7.53
New Jersey 56,791,348 $26,384,553 8,958 $2.95
New Mexico 30,333,470 551,104,249 2,085 $24.51
Nevada 375,810 4528877 2,891 40.18
New York 28,558,185 $16,147,294 19,796 $0.82
Chio 21,333,230 535,113,973 11,613 $3.02
Oklahoma 2,572,800 53,074,663 3,911 50.79
Oregon 14,088,028 £19,030,903 4,029 44,72
Pennsylvania 188,674,112 $173,953,218 12,803 $13.59
South Carolina 63,007,674 561,945,906 4,896 $12.65
Tennessee 17,386,200 £18,487,248 6,600 £2.80
Texas 64,035,167 £78,679,209 27,469 $2.86
Utah 46,770,341 520,640,997 2,996 56.89
Virginia 14,302,154 49,026,147 8,383 £1.08
Vermont 26,400 433,888 626 £0.05
Washington 98,609,450 $63,437,123 7,170 $8.85
Wisconsin 176,830,146 $103,577,572 3,771 $17.95
West Virginia 13,032,000 £12,452,940 1,844 86.75

2,302,803,297 $2,1590,543,190 305,243 $7.07

* No USDA Foods were purchased from Connecticut, District of Columbia, Delaware, Hawaii, Louisiana, Montana, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, South

Dakota, or Wyoming.

**2015 Census Population Estimates by State, U.S. Census Bureau, https:/fwww.census.gov/data/tables/2015/demo/popest/state-total.himl .

***Naticnal Per Capita Rate excludes States with no products purchased.

Table excludes Puerto Rico.



Table 2. Quantity and Dollar Value of USDA Foods Purchased
By Food Category and State in FY 2015

Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Meat 593,969,206 $805,496,438 Vegetable 482,483,524 $192,364,816 Grain 165,272,539 $83,245,346
California 61,026,000 5163,159,345 Wisconsin 105,033,187 532,649,247 Minnesota 22,051,574 517,508,653
Ilinois 41,798,000 5126,422,295 California 42,179,536 526,500,355 Arkansas 27,132,000 510,294,555
Pennsylvania 116,928,000 S118,032,317 Michigan 53,986,254 523,995,221 Michigan 5,055,641 56,570,747
Minnesota 46,804,300 575,358,408 Minnesota 37,914,189 518,196,583 North Dakota 14,046,922 56,481,291
Georgia 69,205,400 575,035,909 Ilinois 31,483,422 515,521,998 North Carolina 6,886,502 55,832,361
South Carolina 51,024,000 552,970,358 Indiana 34,602,225 513,585,777 South Carolina 9,873,600 54,735,058
Texas 16,660,000 551,672,889 Pennsylvania 25,030,335 512,483,886 Texas 10,538,760 53,874,069
Florida 12,232,000 539,421,004 Idahao 31,196,608 58,220,316 Missouri 8,454,040 53,828,180
lowa 26,298,600 530,024,406 New York 9,531,102 57,231,121 MNew Jersey 5,184,680 53,304,678
Alaska 13,035,000 529,875,249 Maine 36,776,400 S6,818,773 Wisconsin 6,565,248 52,954,382
Arkansas 41,394,000 519,823,073 Texas 11,800,293 55,587,251 Arizona 6,762,560 52,620,689
Oregon 4,598,400 513,623,556 Washington 27,874,278 55,366,412 Ohio 2,462,220 52,333,908
Indiana 5,148,000 512,846,946 Qregon 7,882,960 53,869,109 Kansas 9,432,360 52,224,044
West Virginia 13,032,000 512,452,940 South Carolina 6,426,074 53,566,242 lowa 3,561,912 51,954,844
Alabama 27,106,000 510,300,875 North Carolina 3,668,280 52,092,788 Utah 4,348,980 51,953,861
Nebraska 4,502,980 510,174,252 New lersey 3,319,150 51,915,104 Pennsylvania 8,356,300 51,898,685
Kansas 4,200,000 58,915,920 Kansas 4,198,320 51,209,722 California 3,380,800 51,271,065
Colorado 1,320,000 SB,876,312 Maryland 2,127,654 5943,095 Tennessee 4,905,000 5964,814
Missouri 10,566,000 57,421,069 Ohio 1,873,965 5883,750 Virginia 828,000 5913,957
Chio 4,395,000 $6,936,041 Georgia 1,386,000 S666,960 Washington 636,320 $425,421
Tennessee 5,472,000 55,831,989 Arkansas 1,336,493 579,350 Indiana 2,025,000 5401,000
Mississippi 3,836,000 54,495,738 Oklahoma 856,800 5203,237 New York 1,616,400 5328,220
Morth Carolina 1,374,126 53,701,067 Massachusetts 580,000 5151,400 Massachusetts 405,000 5257,175
Kentucky 9,462,000 52,899,776 North Dakota 920,000 5114,200 Idaho 672,000 5245,536
Oklahoma 1,716,000 52,871,426 Florida 360,000 598,040 Kentucky 90,720 568,153
Virginia 560,000 51,558,000 Colorado 40,000 58,880
Wisconsin 240,000 $733,660
Washington 35,400 561,616

Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Dairy 240,909,022 $348,591,808 Fruit 737,489,279 $579,552,243 Beans 32,515,520 $15,778,202
Minnesota 60,528,156 5110,957,588 California 267,232,194 5273,959,442 Kansas 20,482,560 59,724,210
New Mexico 30,333,470 551,104,249 Michigan 151,992,725 5102,077,238 Nebraska 7,662,560 54,096,034
Pennsylvania 18,539,125 531,443,918 Washington 69,658,452 557,150,369 Texas 2,498,560 5984,828
Wisconsin 14,029,571 527,478,808 Wisconsin 50,962,140 539,761,475 Michigan 766,080 5431,206
Ohio 12,265,085 524,325,809 North Carolina 34,567,500 521,597,267 Colorado 725,760 5405,854
California 11,803,705 522,177,284 New Jersey 48,288,018 521,164,770 Morth Dakota 380,000 $136,160
Idaho 8,543,670 516,402,240 Texas 16,722,270 511,053,073
Utah 41,850,737 516,124,041 Pennsylvania 19,820,352 510,094,412 Pounds Dollars
lowa 6,397,890 511,834,181 Florida 16,797,330 58,195,588 MNuts 37,504,160 $37,463,213
Tennessee 7,009,200 511,690,445 Arkansas 17,835,000 57,263,345 Kentucky 20,525,440 521,935,488
North Carolina 5,832,960 510,423,913 Virginia 12,914,154 56,554,190 Georgia 9,176,000 58,469,584
Michigan 16,873,200 55,821,649 Massachusetts 5,114,880 56,413,599 Texas 4,952,000 55,064,839
New York 3,329,163 53,140,246 New York 14,081,520 $5,447,707 Alabama 2,473,760 S1,358,838
Georgia 960,480 52,424,434 Georgia 7,045,472 53,332,637 Ohio 336,960 5634,465
Oregon 1,181,250 51,294,530 Utah 570,624 52,563,095
Indiana 390,060 5629,659 Arizona 2,151,360 51,313,693
Nevada 268,800 5496,692 South Carolina 684,000 5674,248
Washington 405,000 $433,305  Maine 514,800 $660,203 For More Information
Arizona 341,100 5354,879 Oregon 425,418 5243,708 i
Vermont 26,400 $33,888  Nevada 107,010 $32,185 U.S. Departme-n_t of Ang.CUIture’
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Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars Office of Policy Support. “State
il 12,660,047 $7,051,033  Total 2,302,803,297  2,159,543,190 of Origin for USDA Foods in
wmaens  amas S Fiscal Year 2015,” by Dennis
Michigan 1 672.800 415,750 Ranalli. Alexandria, VA: June
Texas 823,284 $442,261 2017. Available online at
Indiana 372,623 §372,250 http://www.fns.usda.gov/ops/food

-distribution-studies.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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