
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food 
and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) Food Distribution 
Programs provide food and nutrition assistance to 
schoolchildren and families and support American 
agriculture by distributing high-quality, 100-percent 
American-grown USDA Foods. 
 
This report analyzes State-of-origin data for fiscal 
year (FY) 2015,1 which capture the States where 
USDA purchased foods during FY 2015. 
 
In FY 2015, FNS worked with USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service and the Farm Service Agency to 
procure foods, including meat, poultry, fish, fruits, 
vegetables, grains, and dairy products through a 
competitive procurement process.  Following 
procurement, organizations such as food banks, 
emergency feeding organizations, Indian Tribal 
Organizations, schools, and other feeding groups 
receive these USDA Foods for use in meal service or 
distribution to households, increasing access to 
healthy foods.  
 
USDA offers a variety of foods options to these 
organizations. The organizations choose what to 
order based on several factors, including recipients’ 
preferences, storage and distribution capacity, and 
program requirements.  Orders are filled through a 
competitive procurement process. 
 
In FY 2015, USDA purchased over 2 billion 
pounds of food, at a cost of over $2 billion.  This 
included raw food products such as meats, 
vegetables, and fruits; products used in further 
processed foods; as well as finished food products 
like cereal, crackers, and pasta.2 
 
 

                                                 
1 Available online at 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/foods/food_purchases.htm 
2 Note that these data do not include Department of Defense Fresh 
purchases. 

Data and Methods 
 

This analysis uses purchase data from the USDA 
Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) 
System3 to calculate the USDA Foods total dollar 
value and total weight by State of origin.  It also 
summarizes the data to determine the distribution by 
product category type, such as meats, fruits, and 
vegetables.  Additional information about each food 
includes the product name, type, weight in pounds, 
and the cost in dollars.  The State of origin indicates 
where the product was packed, but may not identify 
where the product was grown or raised.  
 
 

Results 
 

Figure 1. Percentage of USDA Foods Purchased by 
Food Category (Pounds Purchased) in FY 2015 

 

 
Fruit products such as fresh, frozen, canned or 
dried fruit and juice accounted for the largest 
proportion (32 percent) of USDA Foods by 
weight purchased in FY 2015.  Vegetables a n d  
m e a t s  represented the second and third largest 
weight share of USDA Foods purchased (over 20 
percent each). 
                                                 
3 Available online at http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/WBSCM/default.htm 
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Figure 2. Map of the Dollar Value of USDA Foods Purchased in FY 2015 
Icons represent the States that are the largest sources of a particular type of USDA Foods
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Figure 2 provides FY 2015 dollar value information, 
by food category and State of origin, for USDA 
Foods.  Darker green colors indicate higher total 
dollar values of USDA Foods purchased from 
specific States, while lighter colors represent States 
with lower total dollar levels.  USDA Foods were 
not purchased in 10 States, as represented by the 
hash lines on the map in Figure 2. 
 
The five States with the highest dollar values for 
foods originating from a State were California, 
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Michigan 
(Table 1).  On a per-capita basis,4 the three States 
                                                 
4 2015 Census Population Estimates by State, U.S. Census Bureau, 
available online at 
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2015/demo/popest/state-total.html  

with the highest dollar value of USDA Foods 
originating from a State were Alaska, Minnesota, 
and New Mexico (Table 1). 
 
The map in Figure 2 also depicts the States that 
supply the largest quantities of each USDA Foods 
product category. There are two food category icons 
on the map for each USDA Foods category, 
indicating the two States of origin with the greatest 
dollar value of USDA purchases for that food 
category.  For example, the beef cattle icons in 
Illinois and California indicate more USDA Foods 
beef was purchased in those two States than in any 
other State.  

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2015/demo/popest/state-total.html


 

 
 
 

Table 1. Quantity, Dollar Value, and Dollar Value Per Capita of USDA Foods Purchased 
By State in FY 2015 

 



 

 
 
 

Table 2. Quantity and Dollar Value of USDA Foods Purchased 
By Food Category and State in FY 2015 
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