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Welcome to the 11th Edition of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) State Options 
Report. This report summarizes information related to State policy and administrative options.  
 
{b!tΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǾŜǊǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ǘŀǘŜ 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜΣ ƭƻǿπƛncome people in 
their States. Modernization and technology have provided States with new opportunities and options in 
administering the program. Certain options may facilitate program design goals, such as removing or 
ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǿπƛƴcome families and individuals, or providing better support for those 
working or looking for work. This flexibility helps States better target benefits to those most in need, 
streamline program administration and field operations, and coordinate SNAP activities with those of 
other programs. 
 
The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) intermittently surveys State agencies administering SNAP to 
determine which options are in use. Information about State agency choices among options is subject to 
frequent change. This report catalogues options in effect as of September 2013. Several States have 
reported plans to implement various options at later dates. Those choices will be reflected in future 
editions of this report.  
 
A new option reflected in the 11th Edition includes Simplified Deduction Determination. States using the 
Simplified Deduction Determination have the option to average expenses that fluctuate from month to 
month or that are incurred less frequently than on a monthly basis.  
 
Section One describes each option, providing a list and map of the States that have selected the option. 
Section Two provides a State by State summary of the options each agency has chosen. Also, as in the 
10th Edition, this report includes regulatory citations in thŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘπƘŀƴŘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ 
profile page. These will help guide the reader to relevant provisions found in Title 7 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

 
Although many individuals contributed to this report, special thanks go to the FNS Office of Policy 
Support for generating the maps included in the report. For any questions, corrections or suggestions 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {b!tΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ (703) 3лрπ
2481. 
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REPORTING REQUIREMENTS                                                                                                                    273.12(a) 
 

 

State agencies have the option of requiring SNAP recipients to report ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ circumstances at various 
intervals and in various ways. Recipients may be required to report changes periodically or within a certain 
time, typically within 10 days, after certain changes in circumstances occur (known as change reporting). 
Under periodic reporting, participants report either quarterly, monthly, or using a simplified system with 
reduced reporting requirements. Under the simplified reporting option, households are required to report 
changes in income between certification and scheduled reporting periods when total countable income rises 
ŀōƻǾŜ мол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀōƭŜπōƻŘƛŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎ falls 
below 20 hours per week. Reporting intervals can be set at 4, 5, or 6 months for 12 month certification 
periods. Households in which all members are elderly or disabled with no earned income may be given 12 
month certification periods (without periodic reporting) or 24 month certification periods (with a 12 month 
periodic reporting requirement). 
 
 

SIMPLIFIED 
REPORTING ONLY 
(27) 
Alabama 
Delaware 
Georgia 
Guam 
Idaho 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
New Hampshire 
New Mexico 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGE & 
SIMPLIFIED 
REPORTING (24) 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
DC 
Florida 

Hawaii 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Jersey 
New York 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Rhode Island 

Tennessee 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virgin Islands 
Wisconsin 
 

MONTHLY, 
SIMPLIFIED & 
CHANGE 
REPORTING (2) 
Massachusetts 
Minnesota 
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SIMPLIFIED REPORTING ς ACTION ON CHANGE                                                                              273.12(a)(5) 
 

 
Under simplified reporting, State agencies have the option to act on all changes reported during the 
certification period, or to act only on certain changes. States which have chosen to act on all changes 
must act to verify any changes reported and take appropriate action, even if this change reduces the 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ {b!tκTemporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) programs to more seamlessly integrate. It avoids a situation where the TANF program 
has acted on a change, but SNAP has not, and decreases caseworker burden by aligning the programs. 
 
 

ACT ON ALL 
CHANGES (38) 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
DC 
Guam 

Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Maryland 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
North Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virgin Islands 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

ACT ONLY ON 
CERTAIN 
CHANGES (15) 
Alabama 
Colorado 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Louisiana 

Massachusetts 
Michigan 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Dakota 
Oregon 
South Carolina 
South Dakota
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SIMPLIFIED REPORTINGς CERTIFCATION LENGTH                                                                         273.12(a)(5) 
 

 
Households certified for SNAP for longer than 6 months must submit a periodic report at least once 
every 6 months, but no more than once every 4 months during the certification period. Some State 
agencies have opted to certify simplified reporting households for 12 months, with a periodic report at 6 
months. Others have opted to certify these households for 6 months. Households in which all members 
are elderly or disabled with no earned income may be given 12 month certification periods without 
periodic reporting, or 24 month certification periods with a 12 month periodic reporting requirement. 
 
 

VARIOUS 
CERTIFICATION 
PERIODS (33) 
Alaska 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
DC 

Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Iowa 
Louisiana 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Minnesota 
Missouri 

Montana 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 
 

SIX MONTH 
PERIODS (7) 
Arizona 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 

South Carolina 
Texas 
Virgin Islands 
 

TWELVE MONTH 
PERIODS (13) 
Alabama 
Guam 
Indiana 
Kansas 
Kentucky 

Maine 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Oregon 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Washington 
Wisconsin
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SIMPLIFIED INCOME AND RESOURCES                                                                                                273.9(c)(19) 
  

 
State agencies have the option to exclude some types of income and resources by aligning SNAP policy 
with the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or Medicaid policy. Income not counted under 
Section 1931 of Medicaid or TANF can be excluded with some exceptions. The exceptions are wages, 
salaries, benefits from major assistance programs, regular payments from a government source, 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ types determined countable to ensure 
fairness in eligibility determinations. The same option exists for the treatment of resources. A number of 
resources cannot be excluded when using this option, including cash, licensed vehicles, and readily 
available amounts in financial institutions. 
 
 

INCOME  
ONLY (6) 
Alabama 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
 

RESOURCES  
ONLY (2) 
New Jersey 
Wyoming 

 
 
 
 

RESOURCES & 
INCOME (24) 
Arizona 
California 
DC 
Delaware 
Florida 
Idaho 
Illinois 

Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

Nevada 
New Mexico 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oregon 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Wisconsin
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SIMPLIFIED SELF-EMPLOYMENT DETERMINATION 273.11(b) 
  

 
States have the option to adopt a simplified method for determining the cost of doing business in cases 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŦπŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ a State decide to adopt a simplified method, the State 
agency has flexibility to develop a method to calculate this cost, a flat percentage, a figure based on 
average costs, or some other method. Some States use different figures/methods for different types of 
ǎŜƭŦπŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ !ǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ, 19 States have adopted a simplified method for determining the costs of 
doing business for self-employed applicant income. Of these, 17 use a flat percentage of gross income 
ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦπŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ hƴŜ {ǘate (Michigan) uses different percentages depending on 
ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦπŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ hƴŜ {ǘŀǘŜ όWashington) uses a flat $100 or actual expenses, whichever is 
greater. 
 
 

SIMPLIFIED SELF-
EMPLOYMENT 
DETERMINATION (Flat 
Percentage) (17) 
Alabama - 40% 
Alaska ς 50% 
Arizona ς 40% 

California ς 40% 
Delaware ς 51% 
Georgia ς 40% 
Idaho ς 50% 
Iowa ς 40% 
Kansas ς 25% 
Maryland ς 30% 

Ohio ς 50% 
Oklahoma ς 50% 
Oregon ς 50% 
South Carolina ς 40% 
South Dakota ς 55% 
Utah ς 40% 
Wyoming ς 25% 

ANOTHER  
METHOD (2) 
Michigan 
Washington 
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INELIGIBLE NON-CITIZEN AND DEDUCTIONS 273.11(c)(3) 
  

 

Although ineligible non-citizens cannot receive SNAP benefits, their income is relevant to the SNAP 
determinations for other eligible individuals who live in their household. LƴŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƴƻƴπŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ 
two general categories: 1) those who are unable or unwilling to provide documentation of immigration status, 
and 2) those classes of non-citizens listed in 7 CFR 273.11(c)(3)(i)(A) through (G). The second category 
generally includes persons who were lawfully admitted to the United States and have provided 
documentation of their immigration status. For each of these categories, State agencies have two options. 
For the first category they may count all income and deductions, or a prorated share. For the second category 
they may count none of the income and deductions or a prorated share. 
 
 

INCOME AND 
DEDUCTIONS 
PRORATED  
FOR BOTH 
GROUPS (47) 
Alabama 
Alaska 
Arkansas 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 

DC 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 

North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Vermont 
Virgin Islands 

Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
 
 
 
 

PRORATED/ 
NONE (1) 
California 
 

ALL/ 
PRORATED (5) 

Arizona 
Guam 
Kansas 
Massachusetts 
Utah 
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CHILD SUPPORT EXPENSE INCOME EXCLUSION 
273.9(d)(5) 
273.9(c)(17) 

  

 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƴƻƴπƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
members as income exclusion rather than a deduction. This option helps to encourage payment of child 
support by excluding the amount paid from being considered pŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ 
 
 

YES (18) 
California 
Colorado 
Delaware 

Hawaii 
Illinois 
Iowa 
Maine 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 

South Dakota 
Utah 
Washington 

 

 

 
 

 

http://state.1keydata.com/washington.php
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SIMPLIFIED DEDUCTION DETERMINATION 273.10(d)(3) 
  

 
States have the option to average expenses that are billed more or less often than on a monthly basis. 
For example, if a household receives a single bill in February which covers a 3-month period, the bill may 
be averaged over February, March, and April. Conversely, a one-time only expense can be averaged over 
the entire certification period in which they are billed. Averaging begins the month the change would 
become effective.  
 
 

YES (9) 
Delaware 

Idaho 
New York 

Oregon 
South Carolina 

South Dakota 
Tennessee 

Virgin Islands 
Wyoming
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STANDARD MEDICAL DEDUCTIONS  
  

 
SNAP households with individuals who are disabled or over 60 years in age are entitled to deduct 
allowable, out-ƻŦπǇƻŎƪŜǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ϷорκƳƻƴǘƘΦ 
State agencies may request a demonstration waiver to establish a Standard Medical Deduction in lieu of 
calculating actual expenses. This streamlines case handling procedures while still requiring qualifying 
households to verify that their medical expenses exceed $35/month. 
 
 

STANDARD 
MEDICAL 
DEDUCTION (15) 

Arkansas 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Iowa 

Kansas 
Massachusetts 
Missouri 
New Hampshire 

North Dakota 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Texas 

Vermont 
Virginia 
Wyoming

 

 

 



 

State Options Report | 11  
 

  

SIMPLIFIED HOMELESS HOUSING COST 273.9(d)(6)(i) 
  

 
States have the option to use a standard deduction from income of $143 per month for homeless 
households with some shelter expenses. This option streamlines the process for States and applicants 
who are homeless as they are not requested to itemize specific costs. However, homeless households 
may claim actual expenses if they are higher and verified. 
 
 

YES (25) 
Alaska 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 

Delaware 
Guam 
Idaho 
Kentucky 
Maine 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Mexico 

New York 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Virginia 
Virgin Islands 

West Virginia 
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STANDARD UTILITY ALLOWANCES (SUAs) 273.9(d)(6)(iii)(E) 
  

 
State agencies electing to use SUAs for all households in place of actual utility costs can opt to make 
their SUA mandatory. By taking this option, the State opts out of the requirement to prorate SUAs for 
households that share living space. In addition, this option requires that States use a SUA that includes 
the heating and cooling costs of public housing residents with shared meters that are charged only for 
excess utility costs.  
 
 

MANDATORY 
SUAs (47) 
Alabama  
Alaska  
Arizona  
California  
Colorado  
Connecticut  
DC 
Delaware  
Florida  

Georgia  
Idaho  
Illinois  
Indiana  
Iowa  
Kansas  
Kentucky  
Louisiana  
Maine  
Maryland  
Massachusetts  

Michigan  
Minnesota  
Mississippi  
Missouri  
Montana  
Nebraska  
Nevada  
New Jersey  
New Mexico  
New York  
North Carolina  

North Dakota  
Ohio  
Oklahoma  
Oregon  
Pennsylvania  
Rhode Island  
South Carolina  
South Dakota  
Texas  
Utah  

Vermont  
Virgin Islands 
Washington  
West Virginia  
Wisconsin  
Wyoming  
 
 

NON -
MANDATORY (6) 
Arkansas 

Guam 
Hawaii 
New Hampshire 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://state.1keydata.com/alabama.php
http://state.1keydata.com/alaska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/arizona.php
http://state.1keydata.com/california.php
http://state.1keydata.com/colorado.php
http://state.1keydata.com/connecticut.php
http://state.1keydata.com/delaware.php
http://state.1keydata.com/florida.php
http://state.1keydata.com/georgia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/idaho.php
http://state.1keydata.com/illinois.php
http://state.1keydata.com/indiana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/iowa.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kansas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kentucky.php
http://state.1keydata.com/louisiana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maine.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maryland.php
http://state.1keydata.com/massachusetts.php
http://state.1keydata.com/michigan.php
http://state.1keydata.com/minnesota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/mississippi.php
http://state.1keydata.com/missouri.php
http://state.1keydata.com/montana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nebraska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nevada.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-jersey.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-mexico.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-york.php
http://state.1keydata.com/north-carolina.php
http://state.1keydata.com/north-dakota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/ohio.php
http://state.1keydata.com/oklahoma.php
http://state.1keydata.com/oregon.php
http://state.1keydata.com/pennsylvania.php
http://state.1keydata.com/rhode-island.php
http://state.1keydata.com/south-carolina.php
http://state.1keydata.com/south-dakota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/texas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/utah.php
http://state.1keydata.com/vermont.php
http://state.1keydata.com/washington.php
http://state.1keydata.com/west-virginia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/wisconsin.php
http://state.1keydata.com/wyoming.php
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COMPARABLE DISQUALIFICATION 273.11(k) 
  

 
State agencies may disqualify SNAP applicants or recipients who fail to perform actions required by 
other Federal, State, or local means tested public assistance programs. A State agency has the option to 
select the types of disqualifications within a program that it wants to impose on SNAP recipients. Only 
the individual who committed the violation may be disqualified from SNAP, even if the entire household 
ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǎπǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 
 

YES (24) 
Alaska  
Florida 
Georgia 
Guam 

Hawaii 
Idaho 
Indiana 
Kansas 
Kentucky 

Maine  
Michigan 
Mississippi 
Missouri  
Nebraska 

New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 

South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin

 

    

 
 

 

http://state.1keydata.com/alaska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/florida.php
http://state.1keydata.com/georgia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/hawaii.php
http://state.1keydata.com/idaho.php
http://state.1keydata.com/indiana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kansas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kentucky.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maine.php
http://state.1keydata.com/michigan.php
http://state.1keydata.com/mississippi.php
http://state.1keydata.com/missouri.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nebraska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-jersey.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-mexico.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-york.php
http://state.1keydata.com/ohio.php
http://state.1keydata.com/pennsylvania.php
http://state.1keydata.com/south-carolina.php
http://state.1keydata.com/tennessee.php
http://state.1keydata.com/virginia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/washington.php
http://state.1keydata.com/wisconsin.php
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CHILD SUPPORT-RELATED DISQUALIFICATION 
273.11(o) 
273.11(p) 

  

 
States have the option to disqualify individuals who fail to cooperate with child support enforcement 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀǊǊŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘπƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΦ 
 
 

ARREARS AND FAILURE TO 
COOPERATE (1) 
Mississippi 

 

FAILURE TO COOPERATE (6) 
Florida 
Idaho 
Massachusetts 

Michigan 
Nebraska 
Ohio 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://state.1keydata.com/mississippi.php
http://state.1keydata.com/florida.php
http://state.1keydata.com/idaho.php
http://state.1keydata.com/massachusetts.php
http://state.1keydata.com/michigan.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nebraska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/ohio.php
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DRUG FELONY DISQUALIFICATION 273.11(m) 
  

 
Welfare reform legislation permanently disqualifies people from SNAP participation if they have been 
convicted of a State or federal felony offense, based on behavior which occurred after August 22, 1996, 
involving the possession, use or distribution of a controlled substance. State legislatures can opt out of the 
penalty entirely or choose to impose less severe restrictions through a modified ban. Examples of these 
modified approaches are 1) limiting the circumstances in which the permanent disqualification applies (such 
as only when convictions involve the sale of drugs); 2) requiring the person convicted to submit to drug 
testing; 3) requiring participation in a drug treatment program; and/or 4) imposing a temporary 
disqualification period.  
 
 

LIFETIME  
BAN (15) 
Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Florida 
Georgia 
Guam 
Indiana 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

Nebraska 
South Carolina 
Texas 
Virginia 
Virgin Islands 
West Virginia 
 

MODIFIED  
BAN (17) 
Arkansas  
California  

Colorado 
Connecticut 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maryland  
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 
Nevada 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Tennessee 
Wisconsin 
 

NO BAN (21) 
DC 
Delaware  
Illinois 

Iowa  
Kansas  
Maine  
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire  
New Jersey  
New Mexico  
New York  
Ohio  
Oklahoma  

Oregon  
Pennsylvania  
Rhode Island  
South Dakota  
Utah  
Vermont  
Washington  
Wyoming  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

http://state.1keydata.com/alabama.php
http://state.1keydata.com/alaska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/arizona.php
http://state.1keydata.com/florida.php
http://state.1keydata.com/georgia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/indiana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/mississippi.php
http://state.1keydata.com/missouri.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nebraska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/texas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/virginia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/west-virginia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/arkansas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/colorado.php
http://state.1keydata.com/hawaii.php
http://state.1keydata.com/idaho.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kentucky.php
http://state.1keydata.com/louisiana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maryland.php
http://state.1keydata.com/michigan.php
http://state.1keydata.com/minnesota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/montana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nevada.php
http://state.1keydata.com/north-carolina.php
http://state.1keydata.com/north-dakota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/tennessee.php
http://state.1keydata.com/wisconsin.php
http://state.1keydata.com/delaware.php
http://state.1keydata.com/illinois.php
http://state.1keydata.com/iowa.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kansas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maine.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-hampshire.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-jersey.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-mexico.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-york.php
http://state.1keydata.com/ohio.php
http://state.1keydata.com/oklahoma.php
http://state.1keydata.com/oregon.php
http://state.1keydata.com/pennsylvania.php
http://state.1keydata.com/rhode-island.php
http://state.1keydata.com/south-dakota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/utah.php
http://state.1keydata.com/vermont.php
http://state.1keydata.com/washington.php
http://state.1keydata.com/wyoming.php
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BROAD BASED CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY  273.2(j)(2)(iii) 
  

There are two ways in which categorical eligibility can be conferred: through cash benefits or non-cash benefits 
and services. First, Cash-Only Categorical Eligibility is a policy that makes most households categorically eligible for 
SNAP because they qualify for a cash TANF benefit, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or General Assistance 
(GA). Eligibility for SNAP is established tƘǊƻǳƎƘ άƴŀǊǊƻǿέ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
enrolled in certain programs like employment assistance or be receiving child care or transportation assistance). 
 
Second, Broad Based Categorical Eligibility (BBCE) is a policy that makes most households categorically eligible for 
{b!t ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƻƴπŎŀǎƘ ¢!bC ƻǊ ah9 ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ such as a pamphlet or 800 number. States 
have flexibility in designing their TANF programs used to confer BBCE. In some States all households are eligible for 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴπŎŀǎƘ ¢!bCκah9 ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƭƛƳƛǘ ŜƭƛƎƛbility to only certain 
households. For example, a State may provide the benefit that confers BBCE only to households with dependent 
children. 

  
 

BROAD BASED 
CATEGORICAL 
ELIGIBILITY (44) 
Alabama  
Arizona  
California 
Colorado  
Connecticut  
DC 
Delaware  
Florida  

Georgia  
Guam 
Hawaii  
Idaho*  
Illinois 
Iowa  
Kentucky  
Louisiana 
Maine  
Maryland  
Massachusetts 

Michigan*  

Minnesota**   

Mississippi  
Montana  
Nebraska*  
Nevada  
New Hampshire 
New Jersey  
New Mexico  
New York 
North Carolina  
North Dakota  

Ohio  
Oklahoma  
Oregon  
Pennsylvania*  
Rhode Island  
South Carolina  
Texas*  
Utah 
Vermont  
Virgin Islands  
Washington  

West Virginia  
Wisconsin 
 

NARROW 
CATEGORICAL 
ELIGIBILITY (6) 
Alaska 
Kansas 
Minnesota**  
Missouri 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 
 
CASH-ONLY 
CATEGORICAL 
ELIGIBILITY (4) 
Arkansas 
Indiana 
Virginia 
Wyoming 
  

 

 

* Indicates that the State has chosen to limit the amount of allowable assets 
 

** Indicates the State has selected both BBCE and Narrow Categorical Eligibility 

 

http://state.1keydata.com/alabama.php
http://state.1keydata.com/arizona.php
http://state.1keydata.com/california.php
http://state.1keydata.com/connecticut.php
http://state.1keydata.com/delaware.php
http://state.1keydata.com/florida.php
http://state.1keydata.com/georgia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/hawaii.php
http://state.1keydata.com/idaho.php
http://state.1keydata.com/illinois.php
http://state.1keydata.com/iowa.php
http://state.1keydata.com/kentucky.php
http://state.1keydata.com/louisiana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maine.php
http://state.1keydata.com/maryland.php
http://state.1keydata.com/massachusetts.php
http://state.1keydata.com/michigan.php
http://state.1keydata.com/minnesota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/mississippi.php
http://state.1keydata.com/montana.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nebraska.php
http://state.1keydata.com/nevada.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-hampshire.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-jersey.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-mexico.php
http://state.1keydata.com/new-york.php
http://state.1keydata.com/north-carolina.php
http://state.1keydata.com/north-dakota.php
http://state.1keydata.com/ohio.php
http://state.1keydata.com/oklahoma.php
http://state.1keydata.com/oregon.php
http://state.1keydata.com/pennsylvania.php
http://state.1keydata.com/rhode-island.php
http://state.1keydata.com/south-carolina.php
http://state.1keydata.com/texas.php
http://state.1keydata.com/vermont.php
http://state.1keydata.com/washington.php
http://state.1keydata.com/west-virginia.php
http://state.1keydata.com/wisconsin.php









































